APPENDIX
many weeks, and by removing the cyst we had put an end
to his substantial source of income. It isn't always the
tmqualified doctor from whom we have to rescue patients.
As far as medical conditions—as opposed to surgical—are
concerned, we find ourselves much more in the domain of'
Tropical Disease. Typhoid and dysentery (both amoebic
and bacillary) are ever with us; nephritis, pneumonia, and
acute rheumatism are among the commoner complaints in
India just as they are in Britain. The sequelae of bacillary
dysentery are complicated ; many cases of ascites which we
used to put down to cirrhosis are doubtless due to a chronic
peritonitis after bacillary dysentery. Sprue is another
obscure disease which often shows itself as a complication
of the same infection ; in fact, much research is needed on the
sequelae of the dysenteries. For this and other research
Neyyoor offers a wealth of material; the tragedy is that we'
are so overworked with our three thousand major operations •
in the year, as well as all the other things to do, that we have
hardly any time for research. We are always hoping that a
time will come when some medical research council will
send us somebody to help us in this. The material, in the
form of patients, is there ; thousands and thousands of others
in. South India are waiting until something can be found out
about the diseases from which they are suffering.
But the stress of work prevents us from really settling down
to it and investigating those problems as they should be
investigated. We hope that as the financial situation im-
proves the Government of India may give us a grant for
research ; but the difficulty of finding time to do it remains.
The ordinary work of the hospital often takes thirteen hours
a day as it is. But while the immediate need of our patients
is there in such overwhelming quantity, the urgent business
is always to relieve their suffering. We feel that it would
be wrong to send sufferers away unrelieved in order to give
ourselves more time for the investigation of disease. In"
truth, we are always up against the fact, already stressed,
that there are so few qualified doctors in India compared
with the work there is for them to do. Many a young doctor,
if he only realized the tremendous,opportunities for service
offered by a properly-run raedical mis^sipfi, would think twice
before settling down to praise in an ovex^doctored England.

